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Leslie Struble to Speak

at January Meeting

In the early 1900s a coal
mine operated in Round
Prairie on what is now Tux-
horn Road. The Tuxhorn
Coal Company owned the
mine, whose surface
boundaries are seen in the
1914 plat map of Rochester
Township. It is likely that
the company was named
Tuxhorn, although no one
of that name was associat-
ed with the company, be-
cause the property had
been part of a larger farm
owned for some years by
William and Louise Tux-
horn. In 1903 the Tuxhorns
sold 20 acres to Edward
Keys, who then formed the
coal company that built the
mine. The mine, which op-
erated until 1924, was a
shaft mine, 220 feet deep,

that utilized the room and
pillar technique. Coal from
the mine was shipped by rail,
though some was sold to
people living in the area.
Buildings at the mine are
shown on detailed maps held
by the Illinois State Geologi-
cal Survey, and some are
seen in photographs in the
Orange Judd Pictorial, but
none of these buildings are
standing now except for a
few of the shacks that
housed mine workers. The
workers, many of whom
were from either Italy or
Lithuania, were unionized;
and, as was common at the
time, many conflicts were
reported between the union
and owners and between
groups of miners.

The RHPS Thanks

e{ebsmart

For Building Our
WEBSITE

Book Donated
to RHPS

An 1881 copy of “History of
Sangamon County lllinois”,
published by the Inter State
Publishing Company has been

donated in memory of Mau-
rice and Dorothy Thurman of
Rochester. It will be housed

at the Rochester Public Li-
brary with the RHPS collec-
tion.

2020 RHPS Meetings
January 27
March 23
May 18
September 28
Christmas Potluck December 7 (6:00 p.m.)
All meetings at the
Rochester United
Methodist Church
7:00 p.m.

The RHP S needs YOU!
We need members! You might ask, " Why should | be a
member of the RHPS?"

Check the following list for some of the top reasons for
joining this group.

1. Tiered, tax deductible

2. Learn about the history of the community.

membership offerings.

3. Help support what is going to be happening at the His-
torical Park.

4. Supporting the community through historical develop-
ment.

5. Help preserve the past for generations to come.
6. Make new friends.

7. Informative newsletters sent to you.
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Abov: Plaque to mark the Cy amI ril s V
with Lucetta and Samuel West’s marker in the back-

ground.

Right: Vince Speranza with a group of HS students
after his program last spring.




Items Donated

Sharon Strasbaugh donated a wooden churn and an an-

tique desk top from the log cabin of the Funderburk

Farm on New City Road. These two items were donated

in the name of Maggie Drillinger Funderburk and Jesse

Funderburk. Both items are now in the RHPS storage

unit.

Bill Yattoni,
from Rochester,
donated a rock
cutting stone. As
you can tell
from the pic-
tures, it has
grooves in it
that were made
to fit a person’s
left hand and an
edge that would
have been used
to break or cut
softer stone.
The stone is
made of a hard
material, like
granite. He
found the stone
in the mid

1970’s along
the banks of the
Sangamon River
north and a
little east of
Rochester,
probably in
northeastern
Rochester
township. His
family had a
fishing cabin
along the river
and he spent
many summer
days fishing and
hiking along the
river in that ar-
ea. He returned
to the area a
few years ago

and the cabins
are long gone
and the river has
even changed
course in the
area where their
cabin was locat-
ed. Although he
doesn’t know a
lot of the stone’s
history, the

stone was found
in the Rochester
Township so it is
good for him to
know it’s new
home is with the
Rochester His-
torical Society.



2020 MEMBERSHIP LIST *

Charter — Life

Elliott Bell
Terry & Tammy Campbell
Carolyn “Cari” Carlson
Patricia Creviston
Chelsea Gerberding
Fred & Carolyn Gerberding
Gabe & Angela Gerberding
Linda Grimm

David & Arlene Grubb
Renee Housel

Dennis & Nancy Keiffer
Allen & Barb Mendenhall
Carl O. “Bud” Moore
Lee & Carol Shafer
David & Debbie Taft
Steve & Robin Taft

Ron & Ann Tucker

Bill & Barb Voisin

Nate & Carol Wilcoxon

Tradesman
Dorothy “Dottie” Troop

Fur Trapper

Richard & Karen Alexander
Roy & Trudy Ballinger
Wayne & Anita Beck
Grant & Alison Blasdell
Roland & Susan Cull
George Ann Daly

Bill DeCroix

Shawn & Mary Denney
Lucas Denney

Max & Deborah Dillahunty
Brian & Mary Fairchild
George & Phyllis Fairchild
Jane Fairchild

Randy & Brenda Hawkins
Bill & Penny Hinrichs
Gary & Connie Leach
Steve & Nancy Leach

Larry & Sharon Watkins
David & Vanessa White
Richard Williams

Blacksmith

David L. Armstrong

Lyle & Donna Behl

Byron & Jeaneen Braner
John & Sue Endsley
James & Nancy Hagerman
Mike & Linda Long
Darrell & Denise Maxheimer
Henry & Margaret Patterson
Merlyn & Eleanor Ranney
Wanda Riseman

Ann Rowley

Tris & Debbie Schnepper
Cheryl Soerensen

L. Keith & Dawn Steiner
Ben & Mary Tuxhorn
John & Lois Weissberg
Rose Mary Weistart

Mike & Kathryn Elder Settler
John & Mary Fox

Jason & Michele Gribbins
Bob & Linda Hendrickson

Don & Gayle Highley

Janice Catalano
Carolyn Fairchild
Clevenger

Forrest & Mary Lou Beverly Drillinger
Holsapple Toby Mc Daniel

Elaine Hundley Lucille Rule

David & Fay Ann Jostes Carolyn Wanless

Tim & Priscilla Kluge Mary Beth Weidner

Rodney & Beverly
Matthews
Larry & Stephanie
McDevitt
Mitch McDevitt
Monroe & Laurie McWard
Ken & Nancy Miller
Tom & Stacia Munroe
Logan Munroe
Terry & Sandie Nuding
Nick & Stephanie
Palazzolo
Gerald & Reba Robertson

Gene & Maxine Scott
Randall & Suzann Segatto
Robert & Leslie Struble
Joan Sturdy

Richard & Lorrine Wallin
Gene & Sandy Wheeler
Ron & Kahla Wiggins

*NOTE: The above
listing of the 2020 RHPS
Membership is compiled
from new and renewal
membership forms
received as of January
15, 2020 from the Annu-

Colonist Stu & Sandy McMillan Curt & Kathleen Winhold
Carolyn Moore James & Debbie Yeaman
Elliott Bell Susan D. Park
Allen & Barb Mendenhall Mark & Suzanne Pettyjohn
John & Teri Runions Homesteader
Roxanne Schmidt-Gundy
Storekeeper Lee & Janet Spurgeon Dorothy Anderson
Dorothy Taft Clark & aluanne Blade
Kathy Garst Rich & Amy Teeter Ray & Pam Bruzan
James & Ruth Ann Theis

Jeffrey & Andrea Deters
Tom & Cherie Doherty
Rick & Jeanne Eilering

David & Ruth Hicks
Mike & Brenda Jeffers
Kim & Cinda Klickna

Rob & Sue Tucker
Ron & Ann Tucker

al Membership Cam-
paign. If there are any
questions, please con-
tact Larry Watkins at 585
-0079 or Max Dillahunty
at 498-9709.

Ray and Pam Bruzan Upcoming Program

Place: Lincoln Library, Springfield, IL

Date: Monday, February 24, 2020

Time: 6:00 PM

Lincoln Library contact: Curtis Mann, (217)753-4900, X5632
Presenter contact: Ray Bruzan, (217)498-7325

Have Violin, Will Travel;
The Louis Persinger Story

Join Rochester historians Ray and Pam Bruzan as
they share highlights from the intriguing life of violin
virtuoso Louis Persinger. Born in Rochester in 1887,
Persinger’s formal violin studies began at the Leipzig
Conservatory in Germany. He toured widely through
out Europe and the United States prior to his dec-
ades-long teaching career at The Juilliard School in
New York City. Louis Persinger’s students included
Ruggiero Ricci, Yehudi Menuhin, and Isaac Stern.

A book signing by the author, Ray Bruzan, and book
illustrator, Jim Edwards, will follow the presentation.

SEE YOU AT THE
Jan 27 MEETING
ROCHESTER UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
7:00 p.m.
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